at different times, such naturally occurring changes provide re* strong grounds for inferring the effect of the social change on delii rates.
Such time series data are not now being collected, nor so far as I anyone seriously considering collecting any. Instead, official < juveniles are collected in ways that are determined by local jurisc and those data that are collected are not collected in standard waj time even within jurisdictions. When Congress required the seer the Department of Health, Education and Welfare to conduct a ; school crime (P.L. 93-380), the federal agency's response was to 1 cross-sectional study of a sample of schools. No attempt has been institute uniform data collection procedures that would provide long run, sounder knowledge about schools and youth delinquen appeal of speedy but difficult to interpret research often result: failure to implement longer-term efforts that would provid trustworthy conclusions in the long run.
A second often overlooked research strategy is the use of re discontinuity designs. Quite often, evaluation of alternative treat prevention strategies is sacrificed when for one reason or anotl domination is deemed impolitic or unethical. Yet some interventi plied by theory may lend themselves fairly well to evaluation regression discontinuity design.  If assignment to meaningful ticeship or vocational programs appears appropriate for youths vi form poorly in formal academic schooling, then assignment to st grams based on a measure of school performance is also appropri;
In the final analysis, we will have greater prospects of gaining j knowledge of strategies for delinquency prevention via educat: school interventions if we adopt an action research approach (Lew Sanford 1970). If researchers engage hi active collaboration with ] administrators and school officials in the planning and executioi periments and provide feedback based on the experience of att change, rather than engaging in passive theoretical research, th< progress will be made.
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